
Adding beads to your knitting by using a crochet hook is surprisingly easy. This photo-tutorial takes you 
through the steps. You may need to experiment to find your ideal hook/yarn/bead combination. Make sure 
the beads you choose have a hole large enough to take your crochet hook. You will need:

4PLY/FINGERING
0.75-1.0mm/US 10-13 crochet hook
Size 6/0 beads

LACEWEIGHT
0.6mm/US 14 crochet hook
Size 8/0 beads

 STEPS:

1. Work until the stitch 
to bead is next on your 
left hand needle. (Here, 
the first stitch in the row)

2. Slip bead onto the 
crochet hook. Slide it 
down as far as you can 
away from the hook.

3. Using the hook, lift 
the stitch you want to 
bead off the left hand 
needle.

4. Hold the yarn firmly in 
the tiny hook, taking 
care not to split the yarn. 

5. Slide bead up hook, 
over the yarn. Push bead 
off hook, onto yarn loop.

6. Both legs of the stitch 
are now securely through 
the bead.

7. Replace the beaded 
stitch on the left hand 
needle, ready to knit.

8. Work beaded stitch 
just as a normal stitch. 
(Here, it was knitted.)

KNIT NIGHT

SUGGESTED FIRST PROJECTS
Knit Night scarf (left) is a very easy pattern, for gorgeous yarns. You can go to 
town with beads all round the edge and on the eyelets, or just sprinkle beads 
around the edge. If you’d prefer intermediate-level knitting, with beads picking 
out the design, try beautiful mitts & hat, Leave these to Me & Leave it to me. 
Find Inspiration Knits patterns on Ravelry or via inspirationknits.com

MOVING ON
The best quality beads are Japanese and Czech. For a treat, try beads from 
Miyuki or Toho. With practice, you may wish to move on to using a wire or floss 
to add your beads, instead of a crochet hook. This is especially helpful with 
yarns that tend to split, or if you are adding a lot of beads. Look out for our 
forthcoming blog post, On Beading, in March at Inspirationknits.wordpress.com
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